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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL COMMISSIONING — UNDER TREASURER’S COMMENTS 

1. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
Before asking my first question, I would like to welcome everyone back to Parliament, and, in particular, I 
acknowledge those families impacted by the Parkerville and Atwell fires over the Christmas break. 

I refer the Premier to the evidence presented last week by the then Under Treasurer, Tim Marney, that he had 
raised concerns about the time frame for the commissioning of Fiona Stanley Hospital in the Economic and 
Expenditure Reform Committee, on which the Premier sits. 

(1) Given the Under Treasurer raised concerns about delays in the project through 2012, what did the 
Premier actually do in respect of the concerns raised? 

(2) Given that the Premier informed Serco only in June last year that the project would be delayed, is it not 
true that heeding Treasury’s 2012 advice and informing Serco earlier would have saved taxpayers tens 
of millions of dollars? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) The Fiona Stanley Hospital is a project that has a scale and complexity that has never been 

contemplated or enacted in Western Australian history. It will be, arguably, the most sophisticated 
hospital in the Southern Hemisphere. As the Minister for Health has pointed out, at the end of last year, 
it was still a construction site and the building was handed over to the government. The building falls 
well short of the hospital. At the moment, the equipment, the training of staff and the implementation of 
all the furniture—all of that—is happening. The government has conceded that the task of turning that 
building into a world-class hospital is more complex than was anticipated. The IT systems are more 
demanding and more expensive and it is going to take longer; we acknowledge that. But that is 
progressing and we will have staff first and then patients moving into that hospital as soon possible. It is 
an incredibly complex and expensive task. Yes, it was underestimated by government. Throughout this 
project, a number of agencies have been involved obviously across government. The Department of 
Health, clearly the lead agency, and Treasury have worked side by side, step by step through this 
project, and will continue to do so. This government is committed to delivering that hospital, and we 
will do that this year. Yes, the commissioning has cost more and it has taken longer than we wanted, but 
it will be one of the best, if not the best, hospital in this country. 
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